General Research guide

So, you want to understand some sort of natural or social phenomenon in a logical, research oriented way.  How do you begin to think about this study? Generally, you must understand and flesh out the following questions:

1) Research question: (What?) First, one must have a clearly defined scope and question of interest.  Ideally, this should have multiple possible answers or be falsifiable.  It should also be focused on a single specific issue or subject, able to be answered with the time you have allotted for your work, and researchable using methodologies and sources at hand.
2) Methodology: (How?) How will you go about investigating this?  Is the information already out there, and needs to be synthesized in secondary research? Do you need to interview people?  Do you need to join a community for a while and be an active part of their discord(Ethnography)? Can you examine twitter profiles, spaces, etc to gain your information? Do you need to do onchain analytics, or use a site such as de-fi lama or dune to understand something? Do you need to compare how competitors approach the same problem differently? These methodologies should be clearly defined, and match to the research question.
3) Definition of concepts:(Which?)  What concepts in your research question are you trying to understand? Brand strength? Equality? Long term profitability? Customer satisfaction?  Understand the concepts inside of your research question, and what they mean.
4) Operationalization: How will you measure the concepts you have defined?  For example, one could measure brand strength by twitter engagement numbers, by content sentiment analysis of specific tweets, by finding people who have tweeted about their brands and doing interviews with people, etc. These measurements will always be imperfect and not measure the entirety of a concept, nor be completely accurate. Note that there will often be independent variables and dependent variables, and we are trying to show that certain independent variables affect certain dependent variables in specific ways. (i.e. we are trying to show *causality* that is, that a set of independent variables predicts and affects the state of dependent variables)

Once these questions have been answered, you can then write a coherent plan of research. You know what you are studying from the research question, how you are studying it from the methodology, and the specific things you are measuring from the operationalization of concepts. After you actually conduct the study, you need to 

1. Write up results:  What did you find?  What new things did your research uncover? 
2. Discussion: What do your results tell us?  What do you think the answer to your research question is?  Can you show causality in your operationalized concepts? This should be a large part of your paper.
3. Conclusion: What should the person reading this paper take from your research?

Note that many pieces we write might not have all of these concepts and processes spelled out. However, all good research touches on all of this.








